Ref. Frames Champion Pigs.

My grandfather Robert Frame 1862-1954 lived in a cottage called Pansy Cottage in a village called Newbridge, near Edinburgh.   He was from a family of around 18 with two sets of twins.

When he married for the first time he built his house and piggery.   He was very proud of his cottage.   It was the practice then that all the brothers shared either the costs or provided labour or skills.   They all became homeowners without loans.   My mother Agnes Frame, later Agnes Thomson said that the cottage cost about £100 when built around 1890.

My grandfather started as a coalminer possibly around Lanark but transferred to the thriving shale mining industry because of the better working conditions

The name Frame may be linked to the weavers in the Lanark area.   

My grandfather and three of his brothers worked together as mining contractors, this meant that they contracted with the owners to extract a fixed tonnage of shale from sections of the mine to the surface for a fixed price.

The porcine pictures show a “large white” and a “saddleback”.   Those were the breeds my grandfather bred.

Robert Frame retired from mining in his fifties because of pneumoconiosis.   He then lived and worked another forty years.   He made his living as a pig breeder, keeping boars and breeding sows.   The weaned piglets were sold to pig feeders for rearing and fattening prior to slaughter.   When he reached about 85 he sold his last pigs and concentrated on his poultry and garden.

He was fiercely competitive in everything he did whether it was showing his prize pigs or his garden.   He won the Premier Award Medal at the District Horticultural Society Show at the age of 89.  
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